
 

South Dakota USDA Newsletter  - May 2022  
Farm Service Agency  |  Natural Resources Conservation Service  |  Risk Management Agency 

In This Issue: 

• Showcase Your Season with #Plant2022 
• USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 
• Conservation at Work Video Series 
• USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing Inclement Weather 
• Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought 
• Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses 
• USDA To Compensate Drought-Stricken Ranchers for Above Normal Costs to Haul 

Livestock to Forage 
• Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
• Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
• USDA Reminds South Dakota Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
• Know your Final Planting Dates 
• Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and Failed Acres 
• Reporting Organic Crops 
• Farmers, Homeowners Can Help Pollinators Prosper 
• USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules Unchanged in 2018 Farm Bill 
• Making Farm Reconstitutions 
• Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage 
• Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
• FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans 

 

Showcase Your Season with #Plant2022 

 

https://fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://rma.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_2
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_1
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_3
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_4
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_5
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_6
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_7
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_7
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_8
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_9
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_10
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_11
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_12
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_13
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_14
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_15
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_16
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_17
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_18
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/3863740/content#link_19


Are you growing more with fewer inputs? Show us! 

This planting season let’s highlight the innovation and leadership demonstrated by conservation-minded 
farmers in our #Plant2022 campaign. We’ll share your photos and stories on social media, blogs, and a 
nationwide storymap. 

Learn more (https://go.usa.gov/xuTqj) 

 

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest self-service 
feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, tablet or phone. 
Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land 
ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer providers, 
and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and 
money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers, 
while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands the 
scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a 
power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 

• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture 
planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining an 
eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign 
In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the 
recommended browsers to access the feature. 
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In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample 
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation 
programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as 
added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more 
about these changes. 

 

Conservation at Work Video Series 
A video series from NRCS and farmers.gov, Conservation at Work, presents short and easy to understand 
videos about popular conservation practices. These videos feature producers explaining how an individual 
practice helps their land and why they are using it. 

The videos shine the spotlight on farmers, ranchers, and forestland owners from across the U.S. who explain 
why they’ve implemented the conservation practices and how they work on their land. They also provide 
insight into how each practice is helping them protect and improve resources and save time and money. 

We’ve got videos showcasing high tunnels, no-till, cover crops, prescribed grazing, and many more. 

Check out the Conservation at Work video series at farmers.gov/conserve/conservationatwork. 

 

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing 
Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural 
producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several 
programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the 
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow 
up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) 
within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 
72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable, 
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other 
animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and 
forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage 
crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts 
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 
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Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree, 
vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance 
coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30 
days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event. 
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped 
video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners 
and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster 
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs.  You can use these loans to 
replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-
related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through 
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help 
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for 
emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact 
sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm 
Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or 
to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. All USDA Service 
Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because 
of the pandemic. 

 

Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water and build resilience to 
drought, through conservation practices that improve irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage 
grazing lands. 
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Irrigation Efficiency 

USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water is used wisely. Saving water 
on your farm can help during drought and can offset rising water costs; reduce expenditures for energy, 
chemicals, and labor; and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved crop quality. Funded 
conservation practices include conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as micro-irrigation or 
subsurface drip irrigation, installation of irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, structures for water 
control, and flow meters. Tools like drip irrigation, which provides water precisely where and when it’s 
needed, can achieve greater precision with flow meters and soil moisture sensors. 

Soil Health 

In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and residue 
management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. Healthier 
soil can absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more resilient to 
drought. Using soil health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’s water-holding capacity 
and use conservation tillage to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through transpiration and 
evaporation. 

And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20 
pounds of water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per 
acre. Each 1% increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per 
acre. That means less money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation 
more profitable. 

Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock 

Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock 
operation. Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two main ways: increasing the availability and suitability of 
forage and ensuring that cattle have an adequate and reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or 
prescribed grazing (rotating cattle among pastures) can relieve pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure a 
more consistent supply of forage for animals. NRCS conservationists can also work with you to plant more 
drought-tolerant forage species, plants best suited to local soils and conditions. For reliable sources of water, 
NRCS can help you with installing watering facilities, water wells, or water pipeline for livestock. Having 
available forage and water for livestock can make a big difference in difficult drought conditions. 

USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For more 
information on drought recovery assistance at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought#recovery. 
For more information on conservation practices to make your operation more resilient to drought in future 
years, go to www.nrcs.usda.gov. 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against 
lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, 
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), 
among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2022 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest 
date. 
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For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

USDA To Compensate Drought-Stricken Ranchers for 
Above Normal Costs to Haul Livestock to Forage 
Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) is offering additional relief through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) to help ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage or other 
grazing acres. This policy enhancement complements previously announced ELAP compensation for hauling 
feed to livestock.  ELAP livestock and feed hauling assistance is retroactive for 2021 and will be available for 
losses in 2022 and subsequent years.    

ELAP Assistance Overview   

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish for 
losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of 
Agriculture. In addition to ELAP covering feed transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have 
been depleted, ELAP now also covers transportation costs associated with hauling livestock to feed sources 
This includes places where:   

• Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the S. Drought Monitor; or   
• Drought intensity is D3 or greater.   

Additionally, FSA has updated ELAP policy to also cover water hauling in areas experiencing D2 for eight 
consecutive weeks, lowering the drought intensity threshold (previously D3) triggering the availability of this 
financial assistance.  

Eligibility   

To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred 
feed or livestock transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and 
expenses to FSA, producers are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related 
documentation in the event these documents are requested for review by the local FSA County Committee.    

Payment Calculations   

USDA will reimburse eligible ranchers 60% of livestock transportation costs above what would have been 
incurred in a normal year. Producers qualifying as underserved (socially disadvantaged, limited resource, 
beginning or military veteran) will be reimbursed for 90% of the feed transportation cost above what would 
have been incurred in a normal year.   

  USDA uses a national cost formula to determine reimbursement costs that will not include the first 25 miles 
and distances exceeding 1,000 transportation miles. The calculation will also exclude the normal cost to 
transport hay or feed if the producer normally purchases some feed.  For 2021, the initial cost formula of 
$6.60 per mile will be used (before the percentage is applied).    

Online Decision Tool  
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Producers can use the updated ELAP Feed Livestock Transportation Producer Tool to help producers 
document and estimate payments to cover both feed and livestock transportation costs caused by drought. 
The tool (a Microsoft Excel workbook) and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/elap. Final payments 
may vary depending on eligibility.  

Eligible ranchers should contact their FSA county office to apply for ELAP assistance. To simplify the 
application process, ranchers can print or email payment estimates generated by the online tool for 
submission to FSA. The deadline to request ELAP assistance for hauling livestock to forage in 2021 is June 
30, 2022.  The deadline to request all ELAP assistance for 2022 calendar year losses will be Jan. 31, 2023.  

More Information  

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources 
specifically for producer impacted by drought and wildfire and the Disaster Assistance Discovery 
Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance 
with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.    

 

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of normal 
mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal 
government or protected by federal law. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were 
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. 

For 2022 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent. 
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USD has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult 
Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These established percentages 
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2023. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them 
updated. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive 
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 
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To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation 
of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local 
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you 
must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and 
should maintain documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Reminds South Dakota Producers to File Crop 
Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers in South Dakota who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after planting 
should make an appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA) office before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and 
timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, 
can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in South Dakota: 

July 15, 2022 for 2022 crop year spring-seeded crops, perennial forage & Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acreage. 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of acreage 
reporting deadlines by crop.   

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service 
Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 
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Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or 
harvesting of the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office visit farmers.gov/service-
center-locator. 

 

Know your Final Planting Dates 
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final planting date 
for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so please contact your 
local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely planting of a crop, by the final 
planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits. 

 

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting 
and Failed Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planting and failed acres in order to 
establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from 
planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

The final planting date for Corn is May 25 or May 31, depending on county; Soybeans is June 10; Spring 
Wheat is May 5 or May 15, depending on county. 

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final planting date 
for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so please contact your 
local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. 

If you’re unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following the final 
planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be accepted if FSA conducts a 
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farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being planted. A measurement 
service fee will be charged. 

Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed 
acres. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss through the 
administrative County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This 
notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. If you notify the County Office by any 
method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the 
required 15 calendar days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file 
a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent. You must 
timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses. 

For more information, contact your local county USDA Service Center. 

 

Reporting Organic Crops 
If you want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and you select the 
"organic" option on your NAP application, you must report your crops as organic. 

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage. 

You must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying agent 
indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include: 

• name of certified individuals 
• address 
• telephone number 
• effective date of certification 
• certificate number 
• list of commodities certified 
• name and address of certifying agent 
• a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone 

acreage 

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from organic 
sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written certificate, they are 
still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, transitional and 
buffer zone acreage. 

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local County USDA Service Center. 

 

Farmers, Homeowners Can Help Pollinators Prosper 
Why are pollinators so important? That’s easy - Food. One out of three bites of food can be attributed to these 
important creatures – such as bees, butterflies, moths, birds, beetles, bats, and a few other small mammals. 



Pollinators provide crucial assistance to fruit, vegetable and seed crops as well as other plants that produce 
fiber, medicine and fuel. For many plants, without the help of pollinators, they would be unable to reproduce. 

But as you may know, pollinators are in trouble. Many are seeing decreasing populations because of habitat 
loss, disease, parasites and pesticide use. But there’s good news. There are simple ways you can help. It can 
be as easy as selecting high-quality pollinator plants for your garden. To find the best plants for your area, 
visit the websites of NRCS partners at the Xerces Society Pollinator Conservation Program or Pollinator 
Partnership. 

If you operate a farm or ranch, NRCS can help you create habitat for pollinators. This not only benefits 
pollinators, but also provides ample perks for the farmers and ranchers, too. More pollinators can increase 
crop yields. Pollinators can be increased by planting wildflowers in and around fields and choosing the right 
cover crops. NRCS offers more than three dozen conservation practices that assist in building healthier 
landscapes for pollinators. NRCS can also help fund the implementation of these practices. 

Habitats used by pollinators attract beneficial insects (insects that eat crop pests), and they may provide 
habitat for other wildlife, reduce soil erosion, and improve water quality. As you can see, pollinators and 
healthy habitat for pollinators help keep the ecosystem healthy. In fact, if you are putting in conservation 
practices to prevent soil erosion or protect stream banks, consider including wildflowers, shrubs and trees that 
support pollinators. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit nrcs.usda.gov/pollinators. 

 

USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules 
Unchanged in 2018 Farm Bill 
Fruit, vegetable and wild rice producers will continue to follow the same rules for certain Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) programs. 

If you intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, 
you are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or wild rice are 
planted on payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry peas, lentils or 
chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres not considered payment acres will not result in a 
payment reduction.  Farms that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year 
may plant unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments. 
Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-acre 
payment reduction when those crops are planted on more than 15 percent of the base acres of an ARC 
enrolled farm using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of an ARC 
enrolled farm using the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a payment 
reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit 
Corporation. 

 

Making Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the 
farming operation. 
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To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be requested 
by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all of the required signatures are on 
FSA-155 and all other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon: 

• Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate 

• Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two 
or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more 
persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method, the 
land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and 
seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding 

• DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract 

• Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 For questions on your farm reconstitution, contact your local county USDA Service Center. 

 

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage 
If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must 
protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. By 
signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds 
on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a 
maintenance problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to 
terminate your contract for the program year.  

 

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest 
financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, 
equipment and storage and handling trucks. 

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor 
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable 
biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, 
butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live 
animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold 
storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between $50,000 and 
$100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security. 

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to 
assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, 



operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved 
producers. 

For more information, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. 

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers 
become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural 
productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also 
offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being 
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount 
for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance 
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants 
are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out 
of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that 
their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
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